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The Old Paths 


“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 


good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” -Jeremiah 6:16 


Free of Charge! Make Copies. 


P.0. Box 413 St. P, Toronto, Ontario, M5S2S9, Canada. 


www.sermonindex.net 


Have We No Tears For Our God is Too Small 
Revival? 

The true man of God is 
heartsick, grieved at the 
worldliness of the 
Church, grieved at the 
blindness of the Church. 
Have we no tears for 
revival? 
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“My brethren, God calls 
us to magnify Him... 
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You're Going Too Fast! 
Can we go too fast in 
saving souls? If anyone 
still wants a reply, let 
him ask the lost souls in 
Hell. Let him go and ask 
the blood-washed throng 
in Heaven. Does 
salvation travel as fast 
as sin? 

Page 3 


Aggressive Christianity 


It is the Church that has 
altered, not the world... 
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Have We No Tears 
For Revival? 


“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” (Ps. 126:5). 
This is the divine edict. This is more than preaching 
with zeal. This is more than scholarly exposition. 
This is more than delivering sermons of exegetical 
exactitude and homiletical perfection. Such a man, 
whether preacher or pew dweller, is appalled at the 
shrinking authority of the Church in the present 
drama of cruelty in the world. And he cringes with 
sorrow that men turn a deaf ear to the Gospel and 
willingly risk eternal hell in the process. Under this 
complex burden, his heart is crushed to tears. 


The true man of God is heartsick, grieved at the 
worldliness of the Church, grieved at the blindness 
of the Church, grieved at the corruption in the 


Church, grieved at the toleration of sin in the 
Church, grieved at the prayerlessness in the Church. 
He is disturbed that the corporate prayer of the 
Church no longer pulls down the strongholds of the 
devil. 


Many of us have no heart-sickness for the former 
glory of the Church because we have never known 
what true revival is. We stagnate in the status quo 
and sleep easy at night while our generation moves 
swiftly to the eternal night of hell. Shame, shame on 
us! Jesus whipped some money changers out of the 
temple; but before He whipped them, He wept over 
them. He knew how near their judgment was The 
Apostle Paul sent a tear-stained letter to the Philip- 
pian saints, writing: “I have told you often and now 
tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ” (Phil. 3:18). 


The church of Rome does not stand as an enemy of 
Christ; it traces heavily on His holy name. Yet it 
denies the cross by saying that the Blessed Virgin is 
co-redemptive. If this is so, why was she not also 
crucified? The Mormons use the name of Christ, yet 
they are astray on the atonement. Have we tears for 
them? Shall we face them without a blush when 
they accuse us of inertia at the Judgment Seat say- 
ing that they were our neighbors and an offense to 
us, but not a burden because they were lost? 


The Salvationists can scarcely read their flaming 
evangelical history without tears. Has the glory of 
the evangelical revival under Wesley ever gripped 
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Repentance 

The old Puritans used 
to pray for “the gift of 
tears.” If ever you cease 
to know the virtue of 
repentance, you are in 
darkness. Examine 
yourself and see if you 


Stirring Quotes 


have forgotten how to be Be challenged and 

sorry. changed by these 
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the hearts of the Methodists of today? Have they 
read of the fire-baptized men in Wesley’s team? Do 
the Pentecostals look back with shame as they re- 
member when they dwelt across the theological 
tracks, but with the glory of the Lord in their midst? 
When they had a normal church life, which meant 
nights of prayers, followed by signs and wonders, 
and diverse miracles, and genuine gifts of the Holy 
Ghost? When they were not clock watchers, and 
their meetings lasted for hours, saturated with holy 
power? 


Have we no tears for these memories, or shame that 
our children know nothing of such power? Have we 
no tears for revival? 


Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994). Leonard 
Ravenhill, born in Leeds, in Yorkshire, Eng- 
land, he was educated at Cliff College in 
England and sat under the ministry of Sam- 
uel Chadwick. He was a student of Church 
History and an expert in the field of revival. 
A great friend of A.W. Tozer, he was a pro- 
lific writer in his own right and preached till 
he was well into his later years. Blessed with 
an exceedingly dry wit and the ability to 
turn a phrase, Ravenhill was one of the true 
unsung heroes of the Church in the latter 
half of the 20th Century. 


Our God is loo Small 


“My brethren, God calls us to magnify Him, to see Him big.” 


Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together. --Psalm 34:3 


Iam positively sure after many years of observation 
and prayer that the basis of all of our trouble today, 
in religious circles, is that our God is too small. 


When he says magnify the Lord, he doesn’t mean 
that you are to make God big, but you are to see 
Him big. When we take a telescope and look at a 
star, we don’t make the star bigger, we only see it 
big. Likewise you cannot make God bigger, but you 
are only to see Him bigger... 


My brethren, God calls us to magnify Him, to see 
Him big. A meeting is not big because a lot of peo- 
ple are present. A meeting is big because a number 
of people see a big God in the meeting. And the 
bigger God is seen, the greater the meeting. A friend 
of mine has a little saying, ‘I would rather have a 
big, little meeting than a little, big meeting.’ There 
are a lot of big meetings that are little because the 
God in them is a small God. And there are a lot of 


little meetings that are big because God is big in the 
midst of them... 


That is the first thing--magnify God. Your ministry 
will be little, and you will live and die little unless 
you have a bigger God. 


“No man is worthy to succeed until he is willing to 
fail. No man is morally worthy of success in relig- 
ious activities until he is willing that the honor of 
succeeding should go to another if God so wills.” 


A young preacher introduced himself to the pastor 
of a great metropolitan church with the words, ‘I am 
just the pastor of a small church upcountry.’ ‘Son,’ 
replied the wise minister, “there are no small 
churches.” And there are no unknown Christians, 
no insignificant sons of God. Each one signifies, 
each is a “sign” drawing the attention of the Triune 
God day and night upon him. The faceless man has 
a face, the nameless man a name, when Jesus picks 
him out of the multitude and calls him to “Lord, 
help me always to not only be satisfied with, but in 


fact to strive for, that ‘big, little meeting’ rather than 
a ‘little, big meeting.’ Amen.” . 


“Lord, help me always to not only be satisfied with, 
but in fact to strive for, that ‘big, little meeting’ 
rather than a ‘little, big meeting.’ Amen.” 


A.W. Tozer (1897-1963). A “20th-century 
prophet” they called him even in his life- 
time. His greatest legacy to the Christian 
world has been his 30 books. Because A.W. 
Tozer lived in the presence of God he saw 
clearly and he spoke as a prophet to the 
church. He mourned with Jeremiah at the 
apostasy of God’s people. His writings are 
messages of concern. They expose the 
weaknesses of the church and denounce 
compromise. They warn and exhort. But 
they are messages of hope, for God is al- 
ways there, ever faithful to restore and to 
fulfill His Word to those who hear and obey. 
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You’re Going Too Fast! 


“Can we go too fast in saving souls?” 


They say we go too fast! This accusation comes from 
all directions. Our enemies do not like our speed 
and our friends are afraid of it. What do they mean? 
If they had complained that we did not go fast 
enough, I could understand them. If our enemies 
had argued that after all we say about the evils of 
sin, the terrors of the Judgment Day, and the damna- 
tion of hell, we do not believe in these things our- 
selves, I could understand that, and feel humbled 
under their indictment. 


If our friends came together and said, “Why don’t 
you increase the speed? Look at the dying millions 
at home and abroad. You have evidently got a won- 
derful way of reaching the masses. But because God 
has given us a little success in saving men and 
women from endless damnation, and extending the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ, there is a great outcry—e- 
specially from those who every morning pray “Thy 
Kingdom come!” -that we are going too fast; they 
say we are ambitious and seeking great things. 


Can we go too fast, my comrades in saving souls? I 
will not attempt to answer that question. No soldier 
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in the Salvation Army would ask such a question. It 
is an insult to the Bible-to the teachers of Christian- 
ity. I refuse to reply to it. 


If anyone still wants a reply, let him ask the lost 
souls in Hell whose brothers and sisters are follow- 
ing them there. Let him go and ask the blood- 
washed throng in Heaven, whose eyes are wide 
open at last to the value of salvation. Let him an- 
ticipate the Judgment Day, and in spirit stand be- 
fore the Throne and propose, if he dares, the ques- 
tion to God Almighty. I think from Hell, Heaven 
and the Great White Throne, the answer would 
come back; “More speed! Go faster!” If it should 
entail the stopping of legislature, pleasure, busi- 
ness, and all the employments and occupations of 
time, push forwards! Hurry onwards! Save the 
world! 


Does salvation travel as fast as sin? See how wick- 
edness spreads. Talk about a prairie fire — it de- 
vours everything before it. Does Salvation keep 
pace with our ever-growing population? Make the 
calculation in your most favored Christian cities, 


and you will find we are terribly behind in the race. 
Do we keep pace with the devils in energy and un- 
tiring labor? Do we go as fast as death? Oh, say no 
more! We'll close our ears to this cold, unfeeling, 
stony-hearted utterance of unbelief. 


William Booth (1829-1912). Founder of the 
Salvation Army this radical soldier for the 
Lord had one of the greatest impacts on the 
world in the last 200 years for Christ. Dur- 
ing the course of Booth’s ministry he trav- 
eled 5,000,000 miles and preached 60,000 
sermons. God help us in this desperate and 
distracted day in which we live to heed the 
General's advice. “Work as if everything 
depended upon your work, and pray as if 
everything depended upon your prayer.” 
Last public words of Booth: “while there 
remains one dark soul without the light of 
God, I'll fight - I'll fight to the very end.” 


«4? * "=e 


. z 


Aggressive Christianity 


“It is the Church that has altered, not the world.” 


Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature. --Mark 16:15 


It seems to me that we come infinitely short of any 
right and rational idea of the aggressive spirit of the 
New Testament saints. Satan has got Christians to 
accept what I may call a namby-pamby, kid-glove 
kind of system of presenting the Gospel to people. 
Seek them out; run after them, wherever you can get 
at them. “Every creature “--wherever you find a 
creature that has a soul--there go and preach My 
Gospel to him. If I understand it, that is the meaning 
and the spirit of the commission. 


Opposition! It is a bad sign for the Christianity of 
this day that it provokes so little opposition. If there 
were no other evidence of it being wrong, I should 
know it from that. When the Church and the world 
can jog along comfortably together, you may be sure 
there is something wrong. The world has not al- 
tered. Its spirit is exactly the same as it ever was, 
and if Christians were equally faithful and devoted 
to the Lord, and separated from the world, living so 
that their lives were a reproof to all ungodliness, the 
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world would hate them as much as ever it did. It is 
the Church that has altered, not the world. You say, 
“We should be getting into endless turmoil.’ Yes; “I 
came not to bring peace on the earth, but a sword.” 
There would be uproar. Yes; and the Acts of the 
Apostles are full of stories of uproars. One uproar 
was so great that the Chief Captain had to get Paul 
over the shoulders of the people, lest he should 
have been torn in pieces. ‘What a commotion!’ you 
say. Yes; and, bless God, if we had the like now we 
should have thousands of sinners saved. 


Oh, precious Saviour! save us from maligning Thy 
Gospel and Thy name by clothing it with our paltry 
notions of earthly dignity, and forgetting the dig- 
nity which crowned Thy sacred brow as Thou didst 
hang upon the cross! Like the Apostles, let us be 
willing to push our limbs into a basket, and so be 
let down by the wall, if need be, or suffer ship- 
wreck, hunger, peril, nakedness, fire, or sword, or 
even go to the block itself, if thereby we may ex- 
tend His kingdom and win souls for whom He 
shed His blood. The Lord fill us with this love and 


baptize us with this fire, and then the Gospel will 
arise and become glorious in the earth, and men will 
believe in us, and in it. They will feel its power, and 
they will go down under it by thousands, and, by 
the grace of God, they SHALL. 


Catherine Booth (1829-1890). The begin- 
nings of what became the “Salvation Army” 
were wrought in the slums of London, 
where William and Catherine held tent 
meetings and marched through the streets 
to advertise the meetings. Mrs. Booth be- 
came an effective preacher and was offered 
to have her sermons published. Hundreds 
of people were converted under her speak- 
ing. When she died in 1890 it was a great 
loss. Her life had been a challenge to thou- 
sands who remembered her as an untiring 
soldier in God’s Army. 
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Repentance 


“Conviction of sin is one of the rarest things that ever strikes a man.” 


For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation --2 
Corinthians 7:10 


Conviction of sin is best portrayed in the words - 
“My sins, my sins, my Saviour, How sad on Thee 
they fall.” 


Conviction of sin is one of the rarest things that ever 
strikes a man. It is the threshold of an understand- 
ing of God. Jesus Christ said that when the Holy 
Spirit came He would convict of sin, and when the 
Holy Spirit rouses a man’s conscience and brings 
him into the presence of God, it is not his relation- 
ship with men that bothers him, but his relationship 
with God - “against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in Thy sight.” The marvels of 
conviction of sin, forgiveness, and holiness are so 
interwoven that it is only the forgiven man who is 
the holy man, he proves he is forgiven by being the 
opposite to what he was, by God’s grace. Repen- 
tance always brings a man to this point: I have 
sinned. The surest sign that God is at work is when 
a man says that and means it. Anything less than 


this is remorse for having made blunders, the reflex 
action of disgust at himself. 


The entrance into the Kingdom is through the pang- 
ing pains of repentance crashing into a man’s re- 
spectable goodness; then the Holy Ghost, Who pro- 
duces these agonies, begins the formation of the 
Son of God in the life. The new life will manifest 
itself in conscious repentance and unconscious 
holiness, never the other way about. The bedrock of 
Christianity is repentance. Strictly speaking, a man 
cannot repent when he chooses; repentance is a gift 
of God. The old Puritans used to pray for “the gift 
of tears.” If ever you cease to know the virtue of 
repentance, you are in darkness. Examine yourself 
and see if you have forgotten how to be sorry. 


“A great many people do not pray because they do 
not feel any sense of need. The sign that the Holy 
Spirit is in us is that we realize that we are empty, 
not that we are full. We have a sense of absolute 
need. A sense of need is one of the greatest benedic- 
tions because it keeps our life rightly related to 
Jesus Christ.” 
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“We are not built for ourselves, but for God. Not for 
service for God, but for God. Beware of reasoning 
about God’s Word - obey It.” 


Oswald Chambers (1874-1917). He was 
born in Aberdeen Scotland, where he be- 
came a Christian during his teen years un- 
der the ministry of Charles Spurgeon. He 
was a man unbridled by the world and its 
desires. Some say he was one of the greatest 
Christian thinkers of our time. He would 
say if any credit is given, let it go to Jesus 
Christ, his Lord and Savior. He is best 
known for the devotional classic “Utmost 
For His Highest” whose teachings on the life 
of faith and abandonment to God have en- 
dured to this day. 


C.H. Spurgeon 


“Oh! men and brethren, what 
would this heart feel if I could 
but believe that there were 
some among you who would 
go home and pray for a re- 
vival — men whose faith is 
large enough, and their love 
fiery enough to lead them 
from this moment to exercise 
unceasing intercessions that 
God would appear among us 
and do wondrous things here, 
as in the times of former gen- 
erations.” 


“If sinners be dammed, at 
least let them leap to Hell 
over our bodies. If they will 
perish, let them perish with 
our arms about their knees. 
Let no one GO there UN- 
WARNED and UNPRAYED 
for.” 


“Whether we like it or not, 
asking is the rule of the 
Kingdom. If you may have 
everything by asking in His 
Name, and nothing without 
asking, I beg you to see how 
absolutely vital prayer is.” 


“Shall I give you yet another 
reason why you should pray? 
Ihave preached my very 
heart out. I could not say any 
more than I have said. Will 
not your prayers accomplish 
that which my preaching fails 
to do? Is it not likely that the 
Church has been putting forth 
its preaching hand but not its 
praying hand? Oh dear 
friends! Let us agonize in 
prayer.” 


Keith Green 
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“If your heart takes more 
pleasure in reading novels, 
or watching TV, or going to 
the movies, or talking to 
friends, rather than just sit- 
ting alone with God and 
embracing Him, sharing His 
cares and His burdens, weep- 
ing and rejoicing with Him, 
then how are you going to 
handle forever and ever in 
His presence...? You’d be 
bored to tears in heaven, if 
you're not ecstatic about God 
now!” 


“This generation of Christians 
is responsible for this genera- 
tion of souls on the earth!” 


“Tt seems to me that there are 
but few who really live with a 
passion for God-especially a 
passion just to be with Him. 
Today there is such a noise 
coming up before the throne 
of the Most High-the clamor 
of so-called praise, singing, 
and joyful shouting. But I 
wonder if the same people 
who love to sing and shout, 
loudly exclaiming the the 
praises of God, really have 
such an intense glory in their 
secret life with the Lord. 
When the meeting’s over and 
there’s no one there to listen 
except the only One who 
matters, do you still have that 
same passionate joy in your 
spirit, just to be alone with the 
Living God?” 


“There are different kinds of 
fire; there is false fire. No one 
knows this better than we do, 
but we are not such fools as to 
refuse good bank notes be- 
cause there are false ones in 
circulation; and although we 
see here and there manifesta- 
tions of what appears to us to 
be nothing more than mere 
earthly fire, we none the less 
prize and value, and seek for 
the genuine fire which comes 
from the altar of the Lord.” 


“We must wake ourselves 
up! Or somebody else will 
take our place, and bear our 
cross, and thereby rob us of 
our crown.” 


“Your days at the most cannot 
be very long, so use them to 
the best of your ability for the 
glory of God and the benefit 
of your generation.” 


“You must pray with all your 
might. That does not mean 
saying your prayers, or sitting 
gazing about in church or 
chapel with eyes wide open 
while someone else says them 
for you. It means fervent, 
effectual, untiring wrestling 
with God...This kind of prayer 
be sure the devil and the 
world and your own indolent, 
unbelieving nature will 
oppose. They will pour water 
on this flame.” 


“Oh, for closest communion 
with God, till soul and body, 
head, face, and heart -shine 
with Divine brilliancy! But 
oh! for a holy ignorance of our 
shining!” 


“Live near to God, and so all 
things will appear to you 
little in comparison with 
eternal realities.” 


“As I was walking in the 
fields, the thought came over 
me with almost overwhelm- 
ing power, that every one of 
my flock must soon be in 
heaven or hell. Oh how I 
wished that I had a tongue 
like thunder, that I might 
make all hear; or that [had a 
frame like iron, that I might 
visit every one and say, ‘Es- 
cape for thy life! Ah sinner! 
You little know how I fear that 
you will lay the blame of your 
damnation at my door.” 


“God will either give you 
what you ask, or something 
far better.” 


A.T. Pierson 


“Closet communion needs 
time for the revelation of 


God’s presence. It is vain to 
say, ‘I have too much work to 
do to find time.’ You must 
find time or forfeit blessing. 
God knows how to save for 
you the time you sacredly 
keep for communion with 
Him.” 


“God has no greater contro- 
versy with His people today 
than this, that with bound- 
less promises to believing 
prayer, there are so few who 
actually give themselves 
unto intercession.” 


“Wherever the Church is 
aroused and the world’s 
wickedness arrested, some- 
body has been praying.” 


“All practical power over sin 
and over men depends on 
maintaining closet 
communion. Those who 
abide in the secret place with 
God show themselves mighty 
to conquer evil, and strong to 
work and to war for God. 
They are seers who read His 
secrets; they know His will; 
they are the meek whom He 
guides in judgment and 
teaches His way. They are His 
prophets who speak for Him 
to others, and even forecast 
things to come. They watch 
the signs of the times and 
discern His tokens and read 
His signals.” 
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